
Search Impact
Calculator
Methodology
This document will explain the
methodology and data sources behind
CollegeVine’s Search Impact Calculator
– a tool meant to help colleges estimate
the potential drop in available names,
inquiries, enrollments and net tuition

revenue resulting from College Board®’s
move to online test-taking.

Methodology
The projections contained in the Search Impact Calculator were developed from a
mix of government and news report data on PSAT® and SAT® participation, as well as
historical search opt-in behavior from news reports, and data on College Board® test
participation and opt-in-behavior from a survey of 20,860 CollegeVine users
currently enrolled in high school. We then made adjustments to the model based on
changes in the population and test-taking behavior since the COVID-19 pandemic,
as well as the opt-in behavior of students intending to enter the workforce after high
school instead of higher education. We also smoothened out our projections for
current-year search participation to account for testing disruptions during the
pandemic. Finally, projections for the segment-specific impact on demographic
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groups and income brackets were derived based on student demographic and
family income data from the US Census Bureau.

Finally, as a point of comparison, our projections for the number of seniors
participating in search and the total number of high school students participating in
search are in line with news reports about the total number of seniors and high
school students who participate in Search each year. You can also verify these
projections by looking at data on PSAT® and SAT® participation by grade level from
the College Board®.

Key Assumptions

1. PSAT and SAT participation stays constant from 2022-2026
2. Demographics and inflation-adjusted family income quintiles on a

per-state basis remain roughly consistent between 2022 and 2026
3. The demographics and family income distribution of test-takers in each

state are consistent with the overall figures for the state

Disclaimer:
The projections in the Search Impact Calculator are current as of Spring 2023. However, changes
to student test-taking behavior, college policies around standardized testing, the business
practices of standardized test providers, or the laws and regulations governing digital privacy in
school districts could result in further changes to Search availability.
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Sources
1. Indiana Department of Education: School and Corporation Data Reports -

https://www.in.gov/doe/it/data-center-and-reports/

2. Massachusetts Department of Education: 2021-22 SAT Performance Report - All
Students - https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/sat.aspx

3. Maryland Department of Education: Graduation Rate, AP, SAT, Postsecondary
Enrollment -
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/stateboard/Documents/2022/0322/Adjusted
CohortGraduationRateAdvancedPlacementSATPostsecondaryEnrollment.pdf

4. MI School Data: College Readiness Report -
https://www.mischooldata.org/college-readiness

5. Minnesota Office of Higher Education: SAT and PSAT scores of Minnesota high school
test takers - https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/dPg.cfm?pageID=1067

6. New Hampshire Department of Education: SAT with Essay -
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-learner-support/bureau-of-i
nstructional-support/sat

7. New Jersey Department of Education: NJ School Performance Report -
https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/2021-2022/state/detail/college?lang=EN

8. Pennsylvania Department of Education: SAT and ACT Scores -
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/SAT-ACT/P
ages/default.aspx

9. Rhode Island Department of Education: PSAT and SAT Assessment Results 2022 -
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-
World-Class-Standards/Assessment/Results/PSAT_SAT_2022.pdf?ver=nHIMePDH_iuS
Z13mEnyZXw%3D%3D

10. South Carolina Department of Education: SAT Data by School -
https://ed.sc.gov/data/test-scores/national-assessments/sat/

11. Texas Education Agency: College Admissions Testing: SAT and ACT -
https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/school-performance/accountability-researc
h/college-admissions-testing-sat-and-act

12. Washington Department of Education: 2021-22 Washington HS and MS Summary of
College Board Programs -
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/dualcredit/pubdocs/2020-2021%20W
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13. Inside Higher Ed: More SAT Test Takers but Lower Scores -
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2019/09/24/minority-and-first-g
eneration-sat-scores-fall-behind

14. Nevada Legislature: Summary of State Exit Exams and the Nevada High School
Proficiency Examination (NHSPE) -
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Document/7535

15. TestMasters: The PSAT Scoring Scale -
https://www.testmasters.net/PsatAbout/Scoring-Scale

16. PrepScholar:What's a Good PSAT Score for a Freshman -
https://blog.prepscholar.com/whats-a-good-psat-score-for-a-freshman

17. Politico: For sale: Student ‘hopes and dreams’ -
https://www.politico.com/story/2014/05/student-data-privacy-market-106692#ixzz3x
dydgDAh

18. The Harvard Crimson: College Board Student Search Program Under Fire For Selling
Prospective Students’ Information -
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2019/11/15/college-board-student-names/

19. TheBestSchools:What Is the Student Search Service? -
https://thebestschools.org/resources/what-is-student-search-service/

20. Parent Coalition For Student Privacy:What Your Child Really Needs To Know Before
Taking the SAT (Or ACT) -
https://studentprivacymatters.org/what-your-child-really-needs-to-know-before-ta
king-the-sat-or-act/

21. University of Arkansas: PSAT day! Are your students benefiting? -
https://oep.uark.edu/psat-day-are-your-students-benefiting/

22. Clark County School District - Student Enrollment and School Capacity -
https://ccsd.net/departments/government-affairs/student-enrollment-and-school-c
apacity

23. Indiana Department of Education: 2022-2034 Indiana Guide to the SAT Suite of
Assessments -
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/Indiana-Guide-to-the-SAT-Suite-of-Assessments-1.pdf

24. Nassau County School District: 2020-2021 College Board PSAT/SAT testing Information:
SAT School Day -
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https://www.nassau.k12.fl.us/cms/lib/FL02213748/Centricity/Domain/43/Upcoming%20
Assessments/CollegeBoardSATSchoolDay_2021_PM_8_20.pdf

25. Idaho State Department of Education: Idaho SDE-Provided Testing FAQs -
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/college/files/coordinator/faq/Idaho-PSAT-N
MSQT-and-SAT-FAQ.pdf

26. The National Center for Fair & Open Testing: SAT Test-Taking Drops by 21%; ACT
Continues Slide - https://fairtest.org/sat-test-taking-drops-by-21/

27. Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education: 2022 Alaska Higher Education
Almanac - https://acpe.alaska.gov/Portals/3/OTHER/Pubs/Almanac2022.pdf

28. Colorado Department of Education: 2022 PSAT and SAT State Achievement Results -
https://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/2022_psat_sat_statesummaryachievemen
tresults

29. EdSight: Connecticut SAT School Day -
https://public-edsight.ct.gov/performance/connecticut-school-day-sat?language=e
n_US

30. Delaware Open Data: Student Assessment Performance -
https://data.delaware.gov/Education/Student-Assessment-Performance/ms6b-mt82

31. Florida Department of Education: 2021-22 Florida Report Card -
https://edudata.fldoe.org/ReportCards/Schools.html?school=0000&district=00

32. Georgia Department of Education: SAT and ACT Results -
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Ins
truction/Pages/SAT-and-ACT-Results.aspx

33. Iowa Department of Education: Iowa School Performance Profiles -
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/Home/Index

34. Illinois Report Card: SAT Participation Rate -
https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/state.aspx?source=trends&source2=sat.participati
onrate&Stateid=IL

35. Ruffalo Noel Levitz: 2019 Recruitment and Yield Rate Benchmarks for Four-Year
Institutions -
https://www.ruffalonl.com/papers-research-higher-education-fundraising/2019-yield
-conversion-benchmarks/

36. Ruffalo Noel Levitz: 2022 Discounting Report for Four-Year Institutions -
https://www.ruffalonl.com/papers-research-higher-education-fundraising/discounti
ng-report-financial-aid-benchmarks/
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37. US Department of Education: Digest of Education Statistics -
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_226.10.asp

38. Forbes: How the SAT Failed America -
https://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2020/09/30/the-forbes-investigation-ho
w-the-sat-failed-america/?sh=f96ef8453b56

39. Washington Post: ACT and SAT testing rises modestly but trails pre-pandemic peaks -
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/10/13/act-sat-testing-scores-2022
/

40. The Wall Street Journal - For Sale: SAT-Takers’ Names. College Buy Student Data and
Boost Exclusivity -
https://www.wsj.com/articles/for-sale-sat-takers-names-colleges-buy-student-dat
a-and-boost-exclusivity-11572976621

41. Wikipedia: PSAT/NMSQT - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PSAT/NMSQT

42. Compass Education Group: National Merit Semifinalists by State -
https://www.compassprep.com/national-merit-semifinalists-by-state/

43. District of Columbia Public Schools: Know Your Stats - PSAT/SAT -
https://dcps.dc.gov/page/know-your-stats-psatsat

44. NYC Public Schools: SAT School Day -
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/testing/college-entrance-exams/sat-school-d
ay

45. Vermont Agency of Education: Post-Secondary Preparatory Test Results -
https://education.vermont.gov/data-and-reporting/educational-performance/post-
secondary-preparatory-test-results

46. Ohio Department of Education: ACT/SAT Questions and Answers -
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/ACT-SAT-FAQs#FAQ2839

47. Maine Department of Education: Assessment Literacy Series: SAT -
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/ela/assessment/SAT2018

48. United States Census Bureau: Age and Sex Composition in the United States: 2021 -
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2021/demo/age-and-sex/2021-age-sex-compo
sition.html

49. United States Census Bureau: Annual Social and Economic Supplements -
https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/cps/cps-asec.2021.html#li
st-tab-165711867
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